
POSTDOCTORAL FELLOW 
DEPARTMENT OF PSYCHIATRY, UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA SAN DIEGO 

A postdoctoral research position is available immediately in the Taffe 
laboratory within the Department of Psychiatry at the University of California, 
San Diego, to investigate the influence of drugs of abuse on behavior, brain and 
physiology using rodent models. Current projects in the laboratory focus on 1) 
determinants of abuse liability of amphetamine and cathinone derivative 
psychostimulants; 2) lasting consequences of repeated adolescent exposure to 
nicotine and cannabinoids via vapor inhalation and 3) the transition to escalated 
use of opioids across the lifespan from adolescence to middle age. The trainee will 
benefit from a vibrant research environment at UCSD which houses the 
laboratories of multiple investigators focused on topics related to substance misuse 
disorders.  

Applicants should have a recent doctoral degree in neuroscience, behavioral 
pharmacology, experimental psychology or related field and a strong interest in 
behavioral substance abuse research. An ability to think critically and creatively, 
to work independently and strong writing and communication skills are essential. 
Previous experience with in vivo rodent models is preferred, but not required. 
Applications for this position will be accepted until the position is filled. 
Compensation and benefits will be as described for UCSD postdoctoral scholars 
https://postdoc.ucsd.edu/postdocs/appointment-guidelines.html.  

UCSD is an equal opportunity employer.. 

Interested candidates should send a brief letter of research and career 
interest, curriculum vitae and the names and addresses of three references to:   

Michael A. Taffe, Ph.D.; Department of Psychiatry, Mail Code 0714; 
University of California, San Diego; La Jolla CA 92109, USA. 
Email: mtaffe@ucsd.edu.  

mailto:mtaffe@ucsd.edu

